PICKUP ZONE STUDY GUIDE

1. Successful air assault execution is based upon:

a. Careful analysis of METT-TC

b. Detailed, precise reverse planning

2. What are the five basic plans that comprise the reverse planning sequence:

a. The Ground Tactical Plan

b. The Landing Plan

c. The Air Movement Plan

d. The Loading Plan

e. The Staging Plan

3. These five plans should be developed concurrently by __________ to make the best available use of time?

a. The Air Assault Task Force (AATF)

4. This plan is normally developed first and is the basis from which ALL other plans are derived?

a. The Ground Tactical Plan

5. What unit level is the lowest level at which an air assault operation can be planned, coordinated, and controlled?

a. Battalion Level

6. When a company size air assault operation is conducted, the bulk of the planning takes place at what level?

a. The battalion level or higher headquarters

7. What is the common enemy (in both planning and execution) of an air assault mission?

a. Time

8. Planning for air assault operations requires time for what three things?

a. Time to Plan

b. Time to Prepare

c. Time to Brief (1/3, 2/3 rule)

9. This plan specifies actions on the objective area to ultimately accomplish the mission and address subsequent operations (this plan IS the mission itself):

a. The Ground Tactical Plan

10. The ground tactical plan is prepared to capitalize upon what two things in order to achieve surprise?
a. Speed

b. Mobility

11. This plan sequences elements into the AO, ensuring that units arrive at designated locations and ties prepared to execute the GTP:

a. The Landing Plan

12. Elements of the landing plan should include but are not limited to:

a. Availability, location, and size of the landing size

b. Flexibility for changes to landing direction and/or formations

c. Supporting Fires (artillery, naval gunfire, CAS) must be planned around the landing site

d. Include MEDEVAC and re-supply contingencies

e. Elements land with tactical integrity

13. What FM covers air assault operations?

a. FM 90-4

14. This plan is based upon the ground tactical plan and the landing plan:

a. Air Movement Plan

15. The Air Movement Plan specifies the schedule and provides instructions for air movement of _____ from PZ’s to LZ’s:

a. Troops

b. Equipment

c. Supplies

16. The Air Movement Plan also provides coordinating instructions regarding what things/

a. Air Route

b. Air Control Points (ACPs)

c. A/C speeds

d. Altitudes

e. Formations

17. The air movement plan is normally develop in coordination with ______ or ______ who provides technical assistance and recommendations:

a. Air Movement Commander (AMC)

b. Aviation Liaison Officers (ALO)

18. The Air Movement Plan has two key elements:

a. Flight routes (with flight overlays and GCMs)

b. Air Movement Table (deals with A/C)

19. A flight route consists of

a. Start Point (SP)

b. Release Point (RP)

c. Flight path between the two (SP-RP)

20. These are topographic features easily identifiable from the air that can be used as navigational aids:

a. Start Point (SP)

b. Release Point (RP)

c. Air Control Points (ACPs)

21. This is normally located 3 to 5km from the PZ and is always equal to 1 minute of flight time:

a. Start Point (SP)

22. This is normally no closer than 3 to 5km from the LZ and is always equal to 1 minute flight time:

a. Release Point (RP)

23. This is normally located at each point where the flight route changes direction:

a. Air Control Point (ACP)

24. How many ACPs can a flight route contain to control the air movement:

a. As many as necessary

25. Flight routes are developed based upon what factors?
a. Tactical Factors

b. Technical Factors

26. Flight routes should avoid turns in excess of ______ when formation flying is required to facilitate the control of A/C formations:

a. 45 degrees

27. Flight routes provide _______ to deny exposure to enemy observation, direct fire weapons, and radar acquisition, if possible:

a. Terrain Masking

28. What are the three types of flight routes:

a. Restricted Flight Route

b. Flight Corridor

c. Flight Axis

29. What are the graphic control measures (GCM) for all three types of flight routes?

a. Restrict Flight Route – 1 Solid Line

b. Flight Corridor – 3 Lines

c. Flight Axis – 2 twisting line with an arrow at the end

30. Restricted flight routes restrict the A/C to _____ and _____.

a. Heading

b. Altitude

31. This type of flight route reserves airspace around a flight route for AATF use and prevents artillery, tactical air, and other elements from flying or firing through it when in use:

a. Flight Corridor

32. How far on either side of the flight route and at what flight altitude does a flight corridor extend?

a. 200-300m on either side of the flight route

b. 500 feet above or below the flight altitude

33. The flight corridor area can be established by the _______, normally at ______ level.
a. Airspace Management Element (AME)

b. Corps Level

34. Once an element flies through a flight corridor, what occurs?

a. The flight corridor dissolves behind the element

35. What type of flight route only needs pre-planned checkpoints in order to be executed:

a. Expedient Flight Route

36. NOTE: The different types of flight routes can be combined as needed into one route.

37. What are the three types of Terrain Flight Modes:

a. Nap-of-the-earth Flight

b. Contour Flight

c. Low Level Flight

38. Which mode of flight is the fastest and most un-secure, usually used in rear/friendly areas?

a. Low Level Flight

39. This terrain flight mode is flown as close to the earth’s surface as possible while following the contours of the earth:

a. Nap-of-the-earth Flight

40. This terrain flight mode is flown at low altitude generally following the contours of the earth/terrain.

a. Contour Flight

41. This mode of flight is flown at low altitude with constant heading, airspeed, and altitude to facilitate ease of movement:

a. Low level flight

42. This plan is based upon the air movement plan and the GTP to ensure that troops, equipment, and supplies are loaded on the correct A/C.
a. Loading Plan

43. What must be maintained when A/C loads are planned:

a. Unit Integrity

44. This ensures that essential troops and equipment are loaded ahead of less critical loads in case of A/C breakdown or other problems:

a. Bump Plan

45. Below ____ level, unit SOP’s establish loading plans:

a. Brigade Level

46. What are the Items Of Consideration in the Loading Plan:

a. Coordination (w/AVN and ground units)

b. PZ selection and marking

c. Movement to PZ (AVN and ground units)

d. Air Loading Table (manifest)

e. Tactical Integrity

f. Tactical Cross Loading

g. Self-Sufficiency of loads

h. Briefing of troops (BUTWAIT)

47. Copies of the loading plan should be distributes to:

a. Aviation LNO

b. C2 elements

c. AMC

d. PZ Control Officer

48. Who directs the marking of PZs?

a. PZ Control Officer (PZCO)

49. What color is never used to mark A/C landing positions?

a. Red

50. To coordinate the movement of units to the PZ, the PZCO does the following:
a. Selects troops AAs, holding areas, and routes of movement

b. Determines movement time of ground units to the PZ

c. Specifies arrival times and ensures unit movement remains on schedule

51. Load Planning - during preparation of the load tables, unit leaders at all levels attempt to maintain the following:

a. Tactical Integrity of Units

b. Self-Sufficiency of Loads

c. Tactical Cross Loading

52. When planning for air assault operations, _____ and _____ are loaded intact on the same A/C, and _____ in the same serial to ensure integrity as a fighting unit upon landing.

a. Fire Teams

b. Squads

c. Platoons
53. Loads should be planned so that all _____ or _____ are not loaded on the same A/C; thus, if an A/C is lost, the mission is not seriously hampered:
a. Leaders

b. Crew-Served Weapons

54. During the tactical cross loading of A/C, units must consider the best method of delivery for equipment and supplies, the two methods of delivery are:

a. Internal Loads

b. External Loads

55. NOTE: Supplies loaded externally (although rapidly loaded) can present problems if the supplies are destined for more than one location or unit

56. This plan is based upon the loading plan and prescribes the staggered arrival time of ground units (troops, equipment, and supplies) at PZ in the proper order of movement:

a. The Staging Plan

57. Loads must be ready _____ before the A/C arrive at the PZ:

a. 1 hour

58. Ground units are expected to be in PZ posture _____ before A/C arrive:

a. 15 minutes

59. The Staging Plan also restates what things?

a. PZ Organization

b. Flight Routes to PZ

c. Instructions for linkup of all elements

60. _____ linkup of aviation units should be avoided, especially at night when night vision goggles are being used:

a. Air-air linkup

61. Who are the key personnel on a PZ?

a. PZCO

b. Pathfinder Team Sergeant

c. A/C Troop Commander

62. This person organizes, controls, and coordinates operations on the PZ and is selected by the AATFC

a. Pickup Zone Control Officer (PZCO)

63. Who selects and controls logistical PZs?

a. S-4

64. PZCO accomplishes the following tasks:

a. Forms the Control Group

b. Establishes Communications

c. Plans and initiates fire support

d. Plans and initiates security

e. Clears the PZ of Obstacles

f. Organizes, Controls, and Coordinates PZ

65. PZCO forms a control group usually comprised of

a. Air Traffic Control

b. Subordinate units and support personnel (to clear PZ, to secure PZ)

c. RTO

66. The PZCO operates on two primary frequencies:

a. Control Movement and Loading Units

b. Aviation Elements

c. NOTE: Alternate Freqs are provided as necessary

67. When does the PZCO direct for the clearing of obstacles:

a. Before and after the operation

68. What are the Pathfinder Team Sergeants Responsibilities:

a. Ground to Air Communications

b. Inspection of Loads/Slingloads

c. Prepare/Mark Site

d. Assist PZCO

69. Each load is designated a person responsible fore inspecting his load, that person is:

a. Aircraft Troop Commander/Chalk Leader

70. The ATC/Chalk Leader brief his personnel on:

a. Seat Arrangement

b. Loading Procedures

c. Use of Safety Belts

d. In-Flight Procedures

e. Off-Loading Procedures

71. This is the term used for all personnel and/or equipment (internal or external) that is designated to be moved by a single A/C:
a. Load/Chalk

72. This is a tactical group of 2-6 A/C under the control of a commander (aviator):

a. Serial

73. Serials are separated from other tactical grouping within the lift by what two things:

a. Time

b. Space

74. This is one sortie of all utility and cargo A/C assigned to a mission:

a. Lift

75. _____ is based upon the mission to be accomplished by each subordinate unit upon landing:

a. Sequence of Departure from PZs

76. How fast does a UH-1H fly:

a. 90 Knots

b. 3km per minute

77. What is block 6 of the Air-loading table?

a. Lift

78. How fast does a UH-60 series and all other A/C fly?

a. 120 Knots

b. 4km per minute

79. If the PZ can accept 5 A/C, the LZ can accept 3 A/C, the ACL is 9, and you need to move 145 pax; how many lifts, serials, and loads will it take?

a. 4 lifts, 7 serials, 17 loads

80. If the time required to fly a specific flight route is between one minute increments, what must the flight planner do?

a. Round up to the next whole minute

81. If the distance of a specific flight route is between one kilometer increments, what must the flight planner do?

a. Round up to the next whole km

82. What are the three components of Air Movement Tables:
a. Contains A/C allocations

b. Designates number and type of A/C in each serial

c. Specifies departure point; route (to and from the loading area); and key times (loading, departure, and landing times)

83. The PZ can accept five UH-60s, the LZ can accept four, the ACL of each A/C is 7, and you need to move 131 pax; how many lifts, serials, and loads will it take?

a. 4 lifts, 7 serials, 19 loads

84. Who develops the Air Movement Table?

a. AATF staff

b. Aviation Personnel

85. In an AASLT operation, the basis for Air Movement Timing (H Hour) is the time when the first A/C of the first lift of the operations does what?

a. Touches down on the LZ

86. What is the loading time for a unit with a light load or an unknown load?

a. 3 minutes

87. What is the loading time for a unit with a heavy load (mortar or AT unit)?

a. 5 minutes

88. A serial can have not more than how many A/C?
a. 6 A/C

89. Who is the Air Movement Table distributed to?

a. PZCO

b. Pathfinder Team SGT

c. Air Mission Commander

90. The Air Loading Table does the following three things:

a. Assigns a specific chalk numbered A/C to carry personnel and major items of equipment to the OBJ area.

b. Is used as a Loading Manifest (1 Copy should remain with the stay behind element)

c. Is annotated to reflect the Bump Priority of Loads

91. Each A/C load has a _____ on its air loading table to ensure that the most essential personnel and equipment arrive at the OBJ first:

a. Bump Sequence

92. Who specifies PZ bump and straggler collection points?

a. Company or lower units

93. Personnel not moved as planned report to the A/C Bump and Straggler Control where _____ accounts for, re-groups, and reschedules personnel for later delivery to the appropriate PZ

a. PZCO

94. During Company Air Assault Ops, _____ has overall responsibility for the AASLT operation.

a. Company Commander

95. Where does the Company Commander ride to ensure better command and control during the operation?
a. AMC’s A/C

96. Company Commander does the following during Company AASLT Ops

a. Plans the operation

b. Briefs subordinate leaders

c. Issues the OPORD

d. Conducts Rehearsals
97. The PZCO may be any of the following during a Company AASLT Op

a. 1SG

b. XO

c. PL

98. The PZ Control NCOIC (Pathfinder Team Leader) may be any of the following during a Company AASLT Op:

a. 1SG

b. PSG

c. Section SGT

d. SL

99. The RTO will have his radio one two nets during Company AASLT Ops:

a. Combat Aviation Net (CAN)

b. Company Command Net/PZ Control Net

100. Whose primary duty is to assist in link-up and movement of chalks from the unit AA to the calk AA?

a. Chalk-Linkup Guides

101. This Soldier provides visual guidance for A/C and should have a seat on the lead A/C:

a. #1 TDP Signalman

102. The Slingload Team consists of:

a. Signalman

b. Hookup man

c. Static Probe Man

103. How many Horizontal Situation Indicators are located inside an A/C:

a. 2

104. How many Air Speed Indicators are located inside an A/C and where are they located:

a. 1

b. Left side of the A/C with the Co-pilot

105. This is a compass mounted in an A/C that shows the heading of the A/C:

a. Standby Compass
106. What is block 7 of the Air Movement Table?

a. Load Time

